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BREED 'EM, FEED ' E M  

Guy Ray Rutland is unique in the Quarter Horse 
business. He breeds his own, raises his own and sells 
his own. And he stays mighty busy doing it. 

by JERRY McADAMS 

It was drnust  dark when Ciuy 
Kay Rutland started past the first 
row of stalls. 'li'nlklng br~skly down 
the long aisles, he quickly surveys 
eat+ horse, oc.ca8io11ally mclk~ng 
nates on a small hlur c s a r d .  

"1 just have kt tnake my roullds 
right quick," Kutlar~d says, as hr 
moves through the sprawling b u n .  
:IS usual, he 11s been up  sincr 6 
a.m., sklppltlg hreakfast and g t t ~ n g  
drlwn t o  horse bus l~~ess  In the hlg 
i)am. 

A rancher and trader all his I l f ~ .  
for the p a t  15 years Guy Ray 
Rutland has made his licii~g w t h  
Quarter Horses. IIis 300-ncbre ranch 
a t  Independence, Kansas, nc.r.ornrno- 

dates 200 o f  his own broodmares, 
h:s cltc.11 stallions and his own pro- 
ductlon sale. That ailnual sale is one 
of the \)~ggt\st of iLs kind in the 
country and prc~yaratioll far it 
keeps Rutlarld even busier than 
usual. 

Cantinu:ng his rounds. Guy Ray 
chtacks each of the 125 wcanlingrj 
and yearlings that will p a s  thrnugll 
the auction ring t h r  next day. 

.4loug the way, he chats with 
nsitors ~n the h m .  Thry have 
uome to look over the  sale stocsk 
and mtlst of them h f i v t ~  been h t w  
before. 

One of the past ~:ustomers proud- 
ly dlsplaqs a tzophy twit buckle his 

daughter won with one of Kut- 
land's horses. Guy Ray is genuinely 
proud. 

Every few minutes the* phone 
rings and Guy Ray runs to the 
nrurcst r s t ens~on ,  trying to be the 
first t o  answer the call himself. 

There art. 1-18 stalls in the ware- 
house-size barn. Each stall is made 
c ~ f  cont:rtAte blormks and steel pip*. 
Betwt%>ri the  stalt rows 1s an open 
w r a  big enough to stage a small 
rodeo. And the wllole thing is 
~nc lc~s r i i  in a steel strut*ture tt'lat 
mPasuriLs 252 E e ~ t  by 320 feet. 

The barn serves a varlrty aE 
funct~ons.  At sale time, the stails 
arta neatly numbered mcl the cur- 
rent colt crop is brought ln for  
display. 

A few weeks earlier, small groups 
of the weanlings had heen iso1atc.d 
in stails and halter brukr. For t h e  
most part, that  is the only special 
t r ea t~nrn t  they rpcelve for the sale. 
Rutland3s colts aren 't dt!twr~ted 
when they enter the sale rlng, but  
they are all strong and hralthy. 

'" just brought them in out of 
the pasture," Guy Ray says, reach- 
ing into one stdl to straighten same 
hay into place. ''1 try lo ibreep feed 
rny colts and wu feed the old maws 
and colts o u t  in the pasture. 

Qtasr re, Morsa Trwk 



"After he's three months old. ;i 

colt needs nlore than a marr's milk, 
"I know ci~esr r.olts haw. fattened 
oti my feed s1JIc.e 1 wrhaned thern," 
Rutland continues, rcferr~ng t o  a 
special grain furrnula he drvt.10 p ~ d  
and is n o w  marketing ~+omrner- 
cially . 

During thp breeding season, the 
big barn provides I~ght  and heat for 
mares awxit~ng stud st3rvlixck. '"l'hr 
temperature can't gt.t any caoldrr 
than GO or 65 delgrers, whatiwer I 
set my thrrniostrtt on,"  Guy Ray 
says. "'That really helps kcep a 
mare's cycle rt~gulns. I f  I had ta do 
without my lights o r  my heat in 
here. I'd do witliout lights. 

"When I started this harn. I was 
gonna make ~t a pole barn. Bitild 
stjrnt. shed rows for mares. But this 
ol' boy came along ant! sad he had 
some concrete h1oc.k~ he'd sell me. 
So 1 started pl;mtllng and drsigrlulg 
and just kept c spand~ng .  I kitrlv 1 
might as well c.lost* it all in for thtx 
mares to  foal in b:id wencher. Any- 
way, prices got rtght and I F~#ured 
in dut. tlme it would all work out 
all right. 

'"I'll tell you why I blitlt this 
barn," Rutland grins. " I t  ~vasn't  for 
myself, it war; for my  tLustomers. 
I'm rcsally conscirntious a t ~ o u t  tak- 
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tng 111 sc~nlc*i)rit~ t.lseh\ rn:trci I' t l  

rathvr somc~thlng Ildppc~t~ to onta of 
nig own martb$ than t r t  one o f  my 
custc)rnttrs. ' 

.\lost o f  Rutland's ctlstomerq tiur- 
Jllg the brrcbtf lng scason k)rlrtg m:lrrs 
to restdrnt stalllo~is I%nc*lf~t Batlcy 
A>I.-\T ancl k t  Stop. But G u y  Raq 
I& rlIso >tallding R;u- 51unt.y tl11s ytur  
and ('arriu-:I ZiI:vl~li~ 1 TF? 1, 311-yr'ar- 
old wondt.x Kutlaiati say.; 1s "still 
going stroilg." 

Kutland was t~orn  an(! rathf-'cl an a 
mt t l r  r:ulc*h at (3krmnh. Oklahonia 
and r n r ~ v t ~ t i  to Itsclt.~pencIt.ti(*r In 
1950 when Ile and hls w ~ f e  hlildrrd 
t~ought  the  ranch. They st111 Irvr ln 
the onginnl i'artnhr)use, :il though 
sc~vrral rspansitjlis have been rnrirlr 
t o  it. 

-4s ttnr migilt irntigntl, hlildred 
Rirtlaf~d doesn't alway. scbe a lot o f  
laer hushat~tf. durlng the day. "ki(l 
doesn't 1t)avt~ tilings to  thr othr\r 
fells<," she says, "Ile llkes t o  l ~ r  in 
on i.verything. O~rrsee lng  rbery- 
thing. J f ~ ' 5  1113 rarl) evrr? niorniilg 
and durll?g the brt.rdlng season, 
he'll btb up t ~ l t  nftc~r niitltl~qht (,lean- 
iiig tlllllg~ up in the I3arn." 

.\s the i,roitu~~t~cjn sale rtplrrodi.11- 
r s ,  even the sale i.:italog 1s written 
by Guy Iiay personally, w ~ t h  casual 
I~ttlt .  curnmchnts inclttdect for each 
horstb. ".'\11d you don't change ta 

word of t h r  catalog after he bvntrs 
it.'' muses 54rs. Rutland. "FIe likes 
thost> ~nd~v ldua l  remarks." 

The least husy days for the Itut- 
Lands c.omt. twtwi~e~i  the  Octoher 
sale and the h r r e d ~ l ~ y  season work 
wh~t+h ttegns in danuciry. ''Guy Ray 
doesn't really havt. any hol-th~es. He 
drcteai't fiah or hunt or play golf. 
And wr don-t go to ttdI .wrnes," 
says Mrs. Kutland. "'To relax, he'll 
us~tiilly just go and look a t  otht-r 
horses." 

When sale tiay arrives, ~ h ~ n p s  are 
d m .  'The prrparatlons l ~ a w  \)(ten 
thorough artd the crowd is &nuLl.irr 
largr anth. 

.I, tht. :ralc%t!altk ! r t ' g ~ ~ ~ s ,  (;a~) f1,17:  
1% i t~:ttt*d ; ~ ~ I ) I I ~ C S Z ( ~ ( '  l k i t )  ifii1'3t4 )zltst'!- 

litr Isis ilcttv fan~t>trs r . i t l r l l l iC c'cini- 
r i ~ t l n  ~ , i r y  t t t i  t*achll hotst.. i its t ty>t !  - 
mony  IS frpc~alc~l~f. i w t  5IlI~'~~rt '  
t lit. :tcrtl~etlt.c& 1 ~ n j o 5 ~ -  11. 

I'hch I iL l t  i,ulri protitit.t ~ c > r ~  salt. h;tb 
I l t W l  it11 t?l1a1 c > b  tbll! >Ifl\.k! 1:3t:'i 
.rilti ir l;,s i , t 3 , ~ 1  bg-t.fctwl!la (?cry \-tsar. 
.4i icbt!~~i~~+tsr  I )P:~II  1';irittr 11ah I J ~ ~ I -  

c*l:ltrti at :iI: t)ut cmt. of tlits Ii:lll;liltf 
>;dt~. .  1 lr ?,i>.a 1 !it. v11t [{lit - 
I'II~cI 111 1~1st+lf. I, ilsudi. 

"It ' s  tot,ill> :~nrt~ut'.'' ParAtbr 
~ t a : t ' ~  "TI~t~rt~ ' ,  17ot cll~otiwr ~ i i I 1 7  

Ilk+> 1r v. l>t*rcs 111 tlith world. Staii- 
inp it total pn)tiut.tlorl t>f  wrat l l~i~y 
t'olts. Iirrtb'+ a rtran w n l ~  nit< lnat!t2 
tl~rnzrlf tilt. It:lding i~rt~c~dtir In ttitl 
wur\c\ slid tit. 1s \vllluig r o  put all 
t t i ~ ~ s ( ~  ('olts <)!I tklcvu<'tlo~l t > l c ) ~ k .  

"Nol)ody t-l.;.t> 1s wlll~ng 10 do ~ t .  
Sell tills i]iiiil!t\ c ) f  cwlts as t ) , t l ~ t ~ s  

.\itil tht* fdt.1 that i ~ t '  .rlls tl?c*rn I> 

w11;1t maktls ~t .itit.t.tassful," I h r k u r  
r .o~r( . ludt~~,  '-Ruytars c.t)rne tir*rth 
k~~t , \rnly  Llir!* (WI ijuy tile horses." 

.\L agtx 58, Guy Kay's siu+c.ess ib a 
iylatter of ret-ord. In 1974 hp was 
ttlc~ I ~ * u d ~ n p  l,rerdtbr o f  Register of 
M r r ~ t  quallflrrs. But his acr+om- 
I~Iis l~mt~tl ts  havc n o t  come iiho:~t by 
ac*c.~dt-bn L. 

" I  hrilevc~ a nlm h,is t o  have 
g ~ a l a .  1 kqcss if it wasn't for goals, 
a frlllri wouldl~'t ('ia anything. 

"Jly first goal w:t$ t o  I)CJ tllc 
It-adrng brcwirr of w~nl-ters. 2\nd ~c 
at.i.on~pl~shrd that. Then my goal 
wah t o  lw the l ~ a t f ~ n g  hre~*tirn of 
KO31 qualifiers. .+Ind we accoin- 
plishrd t h a ~ .  So\v I want to hrwd 

, . the w1nnt.r o f  t h c  -411 Ai~lerican. 
Reflecsting on that statckmtwt a mo- 
tnt>n t, Riitlarld srni1f.s and adds '-Of 
cowsr  ~t wocrld tw better tn t,cb the 
owncr of the .\I1 -4merisan wintlrr, 
naturally." 

'rhat's not an inlpossibility either 
for Kay. fie and his son CIiff 
run scivernl two-year-olds t7at.i-f p a r  
a t  local K~MISS and Oklahoma 
tracks. And if clnt* shaws  nou ugh 
potential, Guy Kay promises he'll 
get ii ckianc~ at th t~  A11 .\mencan. 


