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i Ruthfd Ranch horses in a 1,200-acre pasture rent- 
i sQ&uth of C b r t ~ i l l e ,  Kansas, taken about 1968. 
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BUILT ON THE 

s he story o f  ~ u y  R a y  ~ u t l a n d  and  ~ac$?c  ~ a i l e y .  I 



EER LASTED ABOUT 14 MONTtlS, B1J.r PACIJ'IC 

-ords in the Midwest and beyond,  later 
champion and a top sire of registered 

tland owned "Pac" or "01' Pac," as he was 
ng Bailey, Pacific Bailey's grandsire, helped 
d put away his cow-milking equipment  and 
, but  i t  was the champion Pacific Bailey that 
from the Rutland Ranch southeast of Inde- 
as, to  the  rest of the horse world. 
G u y  Ray's son, said his dad,  "w:~s basically 
enJeffgrew up,  he wanted to  be likc his dad.  

Rutland's first p~rrc-hasrs were Gold King  Bailey, a 1945 
l>alonlino, ;lntl ;I 'Phoroughbred scallion named Carrara Mar- 
hie. (;oltl King Bailey, by Hank  13 and out of Beauty Bailey, 
hati I 0  starts In 1 9 - j X  and 'arned ;I do~rble-A raring. t l e  was 
,cr;~nd c~I1;lnipion stallion at  the National Western Stock Show 
in 1)cnvrr and I:ort \Vorth Fat Stock Show [he same year. 

"<;oltl Kirlg Huiley was the foundacion of our  breeding 
o l > ~ a t i o n . " J e f f ~ s a ~ ~ l .  "14c had the overall Quarter Horse aspect 
r l ~ a t  cl:~d lookecl for, whether he was cowboyin,' going to  the 
r.lccrrac k wi th them for speed, or  going for conformation 

"'fhrrl <;old King Bailey go t  to breetl to some pretty good- 
clu;~Iit\. m;~re\ , ' .  Jcffcontinuecl.  "We had some good friends 
U P  In ' f irra 1I;lutr. inti inn^^. and th;~c area. Dacl would take 
:I truc.klo:~tl ot Ilorscs u p  thcrc~ ancl hring :I c.oul,lc o l  cars back 
<louzn Ilcrc. 1 Ic'cl sell tlorses ;lnrl take that money and g e t  a 
car.  ?'ll;lt's ht)w he s t ;~r tcd I~a\ring an out let  t;)r his horses he 
\,,;IS .icrt~;lll\ raisic~p a n d  hreccling." 

pl'l~c poltlcn p ; ~ l o m i r ~ o  s irrd 1 2  Register of Meri t  race 
clu;llificrs ant1 15  Rrg is te r  o l  Merit I>erfornlance winners, 
plu.; n ln r  A Q l I A  champions.  

'1-l~r 13~1C1 \Y':~rren Ranch in Perry, Oklahoma. provicled the 
connc*ction t ; ~ r  chr next s tep in thc Pacific. Bailey ancestry. 
Rutl ;~nt l  ;Inel ISud \Warren were connected in many ways. 
\V;lrren'h American Quarter llorse II;l11 of1:ame sire Leo sired 
Kos;~ 1 . ~ 0 .  thc c l ; ~ n ~  o l  K i l ~ g  1-co Hailey. ;I 1961 c-llesrnur 
owned b \  Rutl;lntl Ranch. South Pacific. a racehorse who was 
rllc ,<r:lrlrltl;~m of Pacific B;~iley, was out  of Randle's Lady by 
1.co. S o u t l ~  I1;lcific- \\.;IS a cl;~rk sorrel. who  stoocl under 1 5  
11;1n<Is. :I(-cording c o  Hud LVarrrn's son, George. Rut  she was 
onc of the U'arrcn Ranch's better hroodmares. 

"Sour11 Pi~cif-ic- foaled s o m e  goocl r u n n e r s  for  us," 
C;ror,qe \Y';~rrcr~ s i l i~l ,  "an11 wc. n;lmcd t h e m  all Pacific- anel 
( : , ~ r i h l , c ; ~ ~ ~  n ;~mes . ' .  

Hut land s\\fal,lwcl a buckskin filly t o  Warren for (;old 
1). ~ 1 c 1  .'t I (  - . \\ 1110 \\,as t;)alctl in 105S and would become Pacific 

13aiI~~\.~b sirc. 
(;ole1 I'acific- was triple.-A rated and raced on brush tracks 

hct;)rr \vinninp orr somr  triple-A tracks. 

Computer Mind 
RI'.I 1.ANl) \\:AS A \X'ELl.-RESPKCTED. IIONES7' hlAN, AND PEOPLE 

who knc-\v h im S:IILI he  would never say an!.thing bad about  
anyone. Oclis (:raighead. of-Viiln, Oklahoma,  the jockey for 
P;~cific Rnilr!. in all hut two races, said of Rutland, "If he cold 
y o u  s o m e t l ~ i n p .  th;cc's the  way it was." 

"1  1c knew ;IS n l u c l ~  ; ~ h o u t  a horse as 1 th ink a human could 
kno\\.." said A Q I j A  Director Darrell Hare of Denver, Col- 
oratlo. \vIlo \\,orkcd tc)r Rut  land. Rutl:~ncl won people. with 
his winning smilt-. and his horses won races bee-ause of his 
" ~ o n i l ~ ~ ~ t c r  mind."  

" H e  could almost take a rnarr and a stud and  just cornput- 
erize what chat colt was going to  look like when it \\,;IS horll.' 
said Clitf, G u y  Ray's oltlesr son. who trained Pacific Bailey. 

It  was something he usecl when he had C;olcl Pacific s t :~nd 
for Nell Herr McCue, Pacific Bailey's dam. Ncll 13crt NcCue  
was foalcd in 1956  and traced t o  such legcmds 21; Peppy. 
Oklahoma Star and Peter hfcClle. 

In the Septem her 1 9 7  1 issur of ' l 'hr ( L ~ ~ r r ~ r r  I I o r c c . + J o ~ / ~ ~ ~ i ~ r / ,  
Rurland was qnotecl ;IS saying, "P;lcifir Hailev's n1am;l. Nell 
Berc McCue, wasn't too much to  look a t ,  but I'm th;lnkful 
today chat blood w ~ ~ s  thicker than water." 

Pacific Bailey grew to  be a 15-3  hand sorrel wich a blaze. 
Bur he was, like his sire. ;I "scrawny-looking litt le colt." Cliff 
said. "But Dad had him programmcil what he was go ing  to  
look like when he got  older. W h e n  he was a weanling, hc 
offered to  sell him for $300 - h e  had h im in a pen full of colts 
down there. Nobody'd buy him ant1 when h e  was a yearling. 
he upped the price to  a thousand, and scill nobody wanted 
t o  buy h im.  So he just said, 'Well,  we'll just keep h im and 
outrun t h e m ,  then . 'So  w r  dicl, and he did."  

Leader was the Pac 
IN 196'$. GOLD KING I3AJLEJ' 1)IEl) AT A G F  10. j1'S'l- ONE hlON1'14 

after Gold Pacific died of colic. 
T h e  yearling colt that changed Rutland's fortune tested his 

trainer. Cliffscarted Pacific Railey by ground driving I ~ i m  

$8 Y A I  2 0 0 3  T H E  A M E R I C A N  Q U A R T E R  H O R S E  J O U R N A L  R 



with a surcingle, bur Cliffsaid Pacific Bailey didn'r like that.  
"I  told Odis ,  ' W e  c;t~l ' t  work him ( that  way), so let's jilst put 
a saddle (111 him ancl ride him. '  " 

Rutland Ranch mares and colts were kept in a 1.160-acre 
pasture soiich of Coffeyville, Kansas. PaciGc Bailey started his 
training at  a loc;tl track with a four-horse gate, Craighead said. 
t4e won his titst race at a brush crack in Muscogee, Oklahoma. 

Craighead racecl Pacific Bailey on his first AQEIA-recog- 
nized track April I I ,  1965, a t  Marble Downs, a now-defunct 
track in C;ar tI i ;~~e,  Missouri. H e  ran 300 yards in 16. I 5  sec- 
onds to  win by a length. 

In his secorttl race, Pacific Bailey outr;ln Ditd h l a ~ t ,  a 
renownecl 'l 'horoi~ghbred who had won five sttaigllt  lutur i-  
ties. He then won the Ozark A Q H A  Fut i~ t i ty ,  over Gee Bar 
Deck, a AAA-raccd racehorse. 

t i e  ran seconcl in his fourth race, b u t  Cliffsaid che Okla-  
homa I;uti~rity trials a t  La Mesa Park in Katon, New Mexi- 
co, May 22, 1965,  were on a track tha t  had three different 
types ofweather  during the day, including a hail-storm d u r -  
ing the race. I Ie lost hy a ncck to  Cee Bar Deck. 

Marble Downs hacl a way ot 'bringing o u t  the young horse's 
best all season. November 14 ,  1965,  Pacific Bailey won by 
two lengths and broke the world's record tbr 2-year-old stal- 
lions, running 5 0 0  yards in 15 .76  seconds. 

Craigheatl rode the horse to  nine firsts and  three seconds 
for I6 starts his 2-year-old season, with eight  triple-A races 

race January 8. 1966 ,  a t  Blue ~ i b b o n  Downs ac Sallisaw, 
Oklahoma.  Craighead d i d n ' t  ride che horse. Bitt Craighead 
rode h i m  t o  win two races Janu;lry I6 and  February 6. 

T h e  Rutlands sent Pacific Baily t o  California in  March 
1966 ,  where he incurred the first of two injuries that  even- 
tually forced his retirement. 

W h i l e  in Ca l ib rn ia ,  the stallion rolled in  his stall ,  pulled 
a horseshoe and  s tuck the nai Is in to  his hoof. 

T h e  hoof injury he;lled, b u t  another  injury dropped h i m  
from racing after tlle race a t  La Mesa Park, June 4 ,  1966 in 
Raton.  At'ter placing fourth in the derby trial race, he was 
found to  have a chippecl knee. 

Pacific Bailey I d  raced 2 i  t imes in IC)65-66 winning 5 2  
racing points in triple-AT, triple-A and double-A races by 
the end  of his racing career. 

Champion 
W H E N  B R O U G H T  LfOIvII: Vi'lTtl T I i E  INJIJRY, T H E  CHOICES WERE 

to risk an operation that  would leave the young stallion with 
a swollen knee his ent i re  life o r  retire h im from the track. 
Rutland chose the  latter. 

"Dad said, 'Let's make an A Q H A  Champion ou t  of him, '  
so we g o t  to hauling him. I showed him in the halter classes, 
and he made enough to  g e t  his A Q H A  (champion title)," 
Cliff said. "Fie bear about  all the  top halter horses in the 
nation that  year." 
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wins and earnings of $51,015.  Pacific Dan was R derb!. win- 
ner  throughout  the  Midwest and West  from 1 9 7 1  to 19'6, 
ser four track records in 1974  and three in 1975 .  In 1y74,  
he was the  world c-hampion 3-year-old gelding.  t-4e retired 
from racing in 1y77 .  

Another  son of Pac in the same era, Cotton Pac. was a 
palomino gelding f;)aled in 1971 .  H e  won $7,161 with 4 6  
starts,  17 wins, was a winner of two futurities in  1 9 ? 3  and 
earned his Superior in 1975.  Cotton Pac 2, a 1974 palomi- 
no racehorse trained by Bill Weger  of Sallisaw. Oklahoma.  
won $57 ,920  in 1 3  starts.  T h e  stallion set five track records 
in the  1978 season. 

Pacific Bailey sons J u m b o  Pacific and h i r  Smooth Pac 
were both srakes winners  with 1 0  wins in 1981  and  tied 
for third place among leading horses of races won,  giving 
their  sire t h e  s tatus  as t h e  only one  wi th  two leading liors- 
es in t h e  21 qualifiers. J u m b o  P;ic~fic became a Superior 
racehorse in 1 9 8 1 .  

M r  Smoorh Pac, a stakes w1nnr.r raised by A.J. Pursley of 
Coffeyville, Kansas, was h a l e d  in I c ) 7 - .  T h e  stallion won 
more than $37,000 and 2 -  races. l l c  later became the sire 
of a number  of sprinters.  

In 27 breeding seasons, Pacific Haile!. sireil 1 ,.i64 registered 
foals. A ~ I ~ C ~ . ~ L . L I ; ~  H0r.r~ sratcd lie W;IS tlie top AQt1A-registered 



sire of foals in the 1970s. By 1999, his progeny had 1 ,  i26 starts 
and 655 wins, 91 stakes winners and one world champion. 

"Pacific Bailey did this on the lower-rorcm-pole mares and 
competing wich Easy Jec and chose horses," Cliffsaitl. "They 
got  the bercer type of horses." 

TLC 
PACIFIC BAILEY t I A D  A GOOI), STRONG tI1NDQIIAKTER BU1' A NOSE 

char was too "Roman" for Umholrz. As for his personality, Cliff 
said, "Pacific Bailey was kind of like me - kind of ornery.'' 

Craighead remembers char ornerinrss the first time rhey 
cook Pacific Bailey co rhe brush track in Muscogee. When  

yoilng horses around ar thc ranch. 
Maybe rhe b ~ g g e s t  r r i b ~ ~ t r  ro I'.lcific t%;~iIey's presence is 

rhat his image was erchecl on che elcler Ri~tlantl 's gravesrone 
in 1988.  Pacific Bailey dicd in 1993.  

"Colic," Clitfsaid. "Old age was st;~rting to set in on him, and 
he had complicacions from that. t Ie was still holcling his own, 
bur rhe complicacions from rhe colic c .~~lminated in his deactl." 

Cliffhas handled many culrs since. but when llc talks oCOI' 
Pac, he said, " t i c  was my 1,ricle and joy. E le was dad's horse, 
and wc all claimed him. Bur he was my 1,ride iind joy." 

~ . . -- ~- 

Neal , \ lrC'bri~.~) i~ ajieelilnic writer r(.ho l i t , ~  in  I-'itr.rl,/~r~. Kurrsas. 
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